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I-DRUG ADDICTION PROGRAM IN HY ce KONG j 


Geoffrey Murray 
GF 

Helped by substantial grants from churches around the wort! “the Christian Welfare 
Relief Council of Hong Kong is preparing to move the first four families into its anti- 
g addiction settlement. 


his is believed to be the only venture of its 
d in the world. The experiment, devised and 
ied through by the churches, has the active 
port of Hong Kong’s government and the 
n department. 

iHeroin-smoking is so common among the 
@pny’s swarming refugees that it is estimated 
100,000 people have acquired the habit. 
Lam Chung prison is now filled with 700 
undergoing sentences of from two months 
year and a half for illegal possession of 


To cure them temporarily of the heroin habit, 
ich leads to a craving for which everything 
iisacrificed—family welfare, physical health, 
honesty—is comparatively simple. The 
son doctors can achieve this during the time 
@ictim is in their care. 

But it is another story when the man is 
ased and goes back to the hardships and 
tiness of a refugee’s life in Hong Kong. All 
| often it means a return to unemployment, 
niserable existence in an over-crowded shack 
Gwood and cardboard, and no hope of ever 
g better off. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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HONG KONG EXPERIMENT 
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So he steals to get the heroin that will deaden 
his sufferings—and once more finds himself in 
jail. 

It is to break this vicious circle that the Chris- 
tian Welfare and Relief Council, an ecumenical 
body of 24 Protestant churches which admin- 
isters funds from the World Council of 
Churches and Church World Service, opened its 
anti-drug addiction settlement in March of this 
year. 

The government has provided the site on 
rough hill land in the New Territories, and 60 
drug addicts from Tai Lam Chung prison in 
the neighborhood have supplied the necessary 
labor force to build the first four houses. 

The first four families who will move into 
these cottages comprise two gardeners and two 
industrial workers who have found employment 
at a textile mill about five miles away. 

The farmers will have 30,000 square feet of 
land each on which to grow fruit and vegetables 
and raise poultry. Each factory family will be 
allotted 3,000 square feet of land for pig and 
poultry raising and a small orchard. 

During the first five months of the addicts’ 
residence, they will be given 30 Hong Kong 
dollars (U.S. $5.50) for each member of their 
family to help them get established. 

But this money will not be paid to the men 
but to their wives, who are to be made the 
rulers of the household. The families will be 
visited by members of the Council who will 
make it clear that they are always on hand to 
give advice and spiritual counsel. 

This is the pilot project at Siu Lam, near 
Kowloon on the mainland. If it succeeds, then 
the Christian Welfare and Relief Council plans 
to open a second settlement for several hundred 
families. 

One of the case-histories illustrates the kind 
of person for whom this scheme is intended. 

His name is Chan Leung Shun. He is a 
51-year old rickshaw coolie who is a refugee 
from Swatow in Communist China. Until he 
was arrested for possession of heroin, Chan lived 
with his wife and their two children, a boy and 
a girl, in a cubicle at Wah Fong Street, Hung 
Hom. - 
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Under the churches’ plan for drug addicts in Hor 
Kong, the money to help get re-established is Pak 


not to the men but to their wives. Whole famili 
are being moved from the urban areas to rur 
settlements in the rough hill land of the Nel 
Territories. 


Their cubicle measured five feet by four feb} 
-about the size of a normal twin bed. 
Since Chan was sentenced to six months inf 

prisonment, his wife has struggled to suppc 

herself and the children by making plastic flow 
ers which she sells from door to door. This ear 
her 60 Hong Kong cents ($.10) a day. 

"It is only in good weather that I can wor 
because my workshop is the street,” she said. 

Says the Christian Welfare and Relief Cou 
cil in its annual report for 1960: “Drug addi 
tion — principally to heroin — affects a wif 
range of Hong Kong’s people. Partly it is ti 
ditional, but tradition has been modernize 
simplified, and cheapened.” 

“Most people come to drug-taking throug 
everyday miseries like hunger, unemploymes@ 
or homelessness. When you have no bed to ; 
to in the evening but a yard of wet pavemet 
and nothing to eat to pass the time until it|f 
late enough to claim your bed space from t § 
press of passing feet, it is tempting to tal 
leave of them for a few days.” | 
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CC Executive Asks 
“Nuclear Test Ban 


The Executive Committee of the World 


Heneva Feb. 6-10 said that the ban on under- 
mound tests should be “at least for a specified 
riod with arrangements for research to devise 
hore adequate means of detection.” 

The committee said further that it welcomed 


Son and agreement” in outer space exploration 
@ “the perils and chaos resulting from man’s 


Photo by John P. Taylor 
WacG 
the proposal for a U.S. Peace Corps has focused 
Stention on international technical assistance 
*»fams already underway under the aegis of the 
*.urches. One such team is the “Eirene’” Team. 
§.ene is the Greek word for peace. This team is 
wae newest of the ecumenical teams. Its 15 mem- 
srs work in Morocco to aid Algerian refugees. 
‘The team is sponsored by the Brethren Service 
mmission, the Mennonite Central Committee, 
id the International Fellowship of Reconciliation. 
hn Glick of the Church of the Brethren is shown 
the picture above on the farm the team oper- 
es in Eastern Morocco with two of the 78 
‘lgerian refugees it supports. 


Americans among the 29 theologians and youth 
leaders attending a recent World Council Con- 
sultation on Holy Communion at ecumenical gath- 
erings included Bishop Stephen Bayne of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church, chairman of the 
group; Dr. Lewis Mudge, study secretary of the 
World Presbyterian Alliance; and the Rev. Rod 
French, head of the World Council’s Youth De- 
partment. The Consultation was held at the Ecu- 
menical Institute at Bossey. 


Kirchentag To Meet 
In West Berlin 


The 10th biennial Kirchentag—or German 
Evangelical Church Day Congress—will be held 
in Berlin July 19-23 as originally planned, 
despite the refusal of the East German Govern- 
ment to allow any public events to be held in 
the Soviet sector of the city. (See COURIER, 
January-February, 1961.) 

This decision was announced by Kirchentag 
officials March 10, after repeated negotiations 
with East German authorities, who had agreed 
to permit the congress to be held in Leipzig. 
The church leaders said they turned down the 
offer because the East German Government 
“gave no guarantee that all the leading church- 
men would be able to attend the meetings.” 

Singled out by some East German newspapers 
as “undesirable” were Bishop Otto Dibelius of 
Berlin, a president of the World Council of 
Churches, and Bishop Hanns Lilje of Hanover. 


THE ECUMENICAL COURIER is a bi-monthly 
bulletin published by the United States Conference 
of the World Council of Churches, Room 439, 
475 Riverside Drive, New York 27, N. Y. Betty 
Thompson, Secretary for Public Relations, editor. 
The Council unites 178 Anglican, Orthodox and 
Protestant communions in 53 countries. Neither 
the COURIER nor the World Council of Churches 
is responsible for opinions quoted in its columns. 
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A Message from the Presidents of the 
World Council of Churches 
Pentecost-May 21, 1961 


The keynote of St. Peter’s Pentecost sermon, the first sermon of the Church of Christ, 
is: “This Jesus God raised up and of that we are all witnesses”. Peter thus gives evidence 
of the fulfilment of Christ's promise that His disciples would receive the Holy Spirit and 
be enabled to proclaim the good news to the ends of the earth. The disciples, so slow to 
understand and to believe, have been transformed by the Spirit into men who speak boldly 
and convincingly of “the mighty works of God” manifested in the life, death and resur- 
rection of Christ. Thus at the very beginning it becomes clear that the Church in history 
is by its very nature a company of men and women who are all called to render witness 
to God’s act of salvation in Christ. 

Today we need this reminder about the central task of the Church. A world of con- 
flict and darkness, in which there is so much lack of clear purpose and real hope, needs to 
hear the message of reconciliation and renewal of life with which the Church began on 
Pentecost. It needs a Church which witnesses to the present activity of the Holy Spirit by 
its peace-making, its concern for man and need, its evangelism, and by manifesting its 
God-given unity. 

This year the churches in the World Council prepare for their Assembly in New Delhi. 
The main theme will be: “Jesus Christ, the Light of the World’. At the center of our 
deliberations will be the absorbing purpose of agreeing upon our common Christian task. 
This is an opportunity to demonstrate that this great light ‘already shines” and that it 
dispels the darkness in and around us. For it is in the unity of living, praying, working, 
speaking together that the churches must show their desire and readiness to reflect the 
one Light of the World. And all congregations can participate in this by their study of 
the Bible and their prayer in relation to the Assembly themes. 

Let us, therefore, all join in praying that the Spirit may inspire and enable us, like 
Peter, to respond gratefully to Christ’s promise by accepting it and committing ourselves 
to be His witnesses together. 

BISHOP U. BARBIERI — Buenos Aires ARCHBISHOP IAKOVOS — New York 


BISHOP OTTO DIBELIUS — Berlin METROPOLITAN JUHANON MAR THOMA — Tiravella 


BISHOP HENRY KNOX SHERRILL — Boxford, Mass. 


World Council of Churches 


ROOM 439 
475 Riverside Drive 
New York 27, N. Y. 


Library-Pacific School of Religion 


1798 Scenic Ave. 
Berkley, Calif. 


Non-Profit Orgs) 
U. S. POSTAG# 

PAID 
New York, N. ¥) 
Permit No, 310() 


i 
6OOK NOTES 


MIwo recent books deal with “resistance” 
@>vements. The German Phoenix by Franklin 
Yamlin Littell (Doub! eday and Company, Gar- 
@n City, N.Y., 227 pp., $3.95) is the story of 
ow the German churches’ resistance to Hitler 
@ve birth to the massive lay movements of the 
Wrchentag and Evangelical academies.” Dr. Lit- 
Bil describes the development of the lay 
@ostolate and asks what America can learn 
#pm the experiments. 

®In the preface he tells the story of the ex- 
Mange student attending an American church 
Md his amazement that there were cushions in 
@e pews. “And then,” he said, “I observed that 
ie sermons had cushions in them, too.” This 
Mok, its author promises, is a report on churches 
Myhere cushions are an almost forgotten part of 
Murch furniture and discourse.” 


® Communism and the Churches by Ralph Lord 
My (Harcourt, Brace, and Company, New 
ork, 495 pp., $7.50) describes attempts of the 
Mmmunist Party “first to undermine and then 
§ exploit religion—and of the continuing re- 
@stance by American church leadership.” In an 
@ haustively documented treatment, Mr. Roy, 
®thor of “Apostles of Discord,” traces the his- 
ry of the Communist Party and its attitude 
ward the churches. 
He deals with such events as Bishop Oxnam’s 
timony before the House Un-American 
Mctivities Committee, the Melish case, and re- 
sent charges against the churches and comes up 
@ith the conclusion that “the notion that Amer- 
§y’s churches and religious leaders are signifi- 
Votly influenced by Communists or Communist 
®mpathizers is absurd.” He says that the Com- 
Wunist Party never undertook a_ full-scale 
®mpaign to infiltrate the churches and that only 
fismall number of clergymen over the past forty 
)vats ever joined the Party. 


a Under Orders: The Churches and Public Af- 
irs by Roswell P. Barnes (Doubleday and 
&mpany, Gatden City N-Y., 138% pp. $1 
diperback, $2.95 cloth) asks and answers the 
Ynestion “Should the American churches con- 
rn themselves with social, political, and eco- 

ymic matters?” The executive secretary of the 
“ew York office of the World Council and a 


Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, U.S.A., chairman of the 
World Council’s Executive and Central Commit- 
tees; Dr. W. A. Visser ’t Hooft, general secretary; 
and Archbishop Iakovos, Council president and 
primate of the Greek Orthodox Church in North 
and South America; examine a new World Coun- 
cil publication on Orthodoxy. The 80-page book- 
let, subtitled A Faith and Order Dialogue, is avail- 
able from the New York office for $1. 


veteran of more than three decades in coopera- 
tive church work in this country is well- 
equipped to discuss such topics as social prob- 
lems in the usual functions of the church, rela- 
tions with other agencies, and Christian unity 
and international conflict. 


Shooting at Sharpeville (Houghton Mifflin, 
Boston, 141 pp., $3.50) is Anglican Bishop 
Ambrose Reeves’ account of the events of last 
March when police fired on a crowd of five or 
six thousand men, women, and children taking 
a day off from work in protest against the pass 
laws. The Bishop has now resigned as head of 

the Johannesburg diocese. He was deported be- 
cause of his outspoken opposition to the policy 
of “apartheid“, or separation of the races. 

The actual testimony of participants and the 
startling ae of the fleeing crowd, obvious- 
ly unarmed, being fired on by the police make a 
convincing case against the policy of the gov- 
ernment and its lack of human decency in 
treatment of the natives. Bishop Reeves, a mem- 
ber of the World Council’s Central Committee, 
will make an extensive speaking tour in the 
United States in April and May. His brother 
bishops in South Africa will continue to pay 
his salary out of their own pockets. 
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New Delhi Concern 
Of U.S. Conference 


The forthcoming assembly of the World 
Council of Churches to be held in New Delhi 
this fall will be the main topic of discussion at 
the annual meeting of the United States Con- 
ference for the World Council of Churches. The 
conference will meet at Buck Hills Falls, Penn- 
sylvania, April 26-28. 

Participating in the three-day meeting will be 
the assembly delegates of thirty U.S. member 
churches of the World Council of Churches. 
Most of America’s major Protestant, Anglican, 
and Orthodox churches will be represented by 
their leaders. 


Dr. Paul Minear, professor of New Testament 
at Yale Divinity School, New Haven, Conn., 
will introduce the theme and concerns of the 
third assembly, “Jesus Christ, the Light of the 
World.” The U.S. theologian was chairman of 
the study commission which prepared the pre- 
assembly study book now in use throughout 
the world. 

Archbishop Iakovos of the Greek Archdiocese 
of North and South America will be in charge 
of the opening worship service. He is a president 
of the World Council. Another president, 
Bishop Henry Knox Sherrill, Boxford, Mass., 
retired presiding bishop of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church, is chairman of the U.S. Con- 
ference and will preside at the meeting. 

Two speakers are from abroad. They are Miss 
Katharina van Drimmelin of the Netherlands, 
and Mr. E. A. Adegbola of Nigeria. The Dutch 
visitor will speak on the laity and the renewal 
of the church. Mr. Adegbola, who heads a lay 
training center in Nigeria, will speak on “The 
Churches in New Nations.” 

“What the World Council of Churches Is” 
will be discussed also. This will include a dia- 
logue on its origins by two former executives 
of its New York office, Dr. Samuel McCrea 
Cavert and Dr. Henry Smith Leiper. 

The chairman of the Central Committee of 
the World Council of Churches, Dr. Franklin 
Clark Fry, will discuss proposals for a change 
in the basis of membership in the Council, as 
well as the future of faith and order, 


The 1961 Pentecost poster of the World Co 
of Churches has as its theme “Jesus Christy 
Light of the World”. The poster along with 
helps for ministers and a sample church { 
letin are available in a special Pentecost pz 
for $.50. 


The motif is derived from the Geneva her: 
device representing the sun in flames surroun: 
the first three Greek letters of the name of J) 
The background is blue with the sun in 4 
The poster was designed by John Taylor, W 
Geneva, Switzerland. 


SWEDEN: Delegates of the Church of Swé 
and the Church of Scotland will meet at Sig 
Sweden, next month to discuss inter-¢ 
munion. The meeting is the result of a 

correspondence between the two churches. | 
church will be represented by six or seven ji 
gates. The leader of the Church of Scor 
delegation will be the Moderator-designate} 
A. C, Craig, and that of the Church of Swe 
delegation will be the Archbishop of Uppsa 


[5] | 


